What Is A Host Congregation? 
Host Congregations provide lodging, meals, and caring hospitality for families experiencing homelessness in our community. Hosting families allows congregations to reach out by providing families who have lost their homes with safe, secure lodging and a sense of community. Hosting also gives volunteers the opportunity to provide hands-on outreach in their own congregational facility. 
The following are the basic elements needed to be a Host Congregation:

_ Designated space to host up to 4 families (16 individuals) for a week at a time, 4-6 times a year. Since a host congregation is providing hospitality to families for the week, the guest areas should remain set-up and secure all week. Congregations host families from about 6:00pm to 6:30am Monday through Friday and 6:00pm to 7:00am Saturday and Sunday. 
_ Sleeping Accommodations should be as homelike as possible. Ideally, each family will have a private sleeping area, often in a separate religious education classroom. Alternatively, if one large room must be used for a sleeping area, partitions will be needed to provide privacy for each family. IHN prefers congregations to purchase the 18 rollaway cots needed (2 are for the overnight volunteers), but can, sometimes, provide financial assistsance.  
_ Living Area/Hospitality Room separated into an adult lounge (with sofa, chairs, tables, and a TV) and a children’s activity area.

_ Two bathrooms: one for women and one for men; at least one should include a baby changing station. If you have showers, all the better, but they’re not necessary. The Day Center has showers.

_ Kitchen, dining area, refrigerator, and necessary clean-up items for meal preparation (dinners may be cooked at the congregation or brought in and heated).

_ Designated outdoor smoking area located at least 20 feet away from any building entrance. (why???) 
_ Space for overnight volunteers to sleep, within close proximity of families. Any space can be used, for example, offices, hallway, etc.
_ The congregation provides all meals: nutritious cooked dinners, simple breakfasts (hot or cold) and supplies for sack lunches, bed and bath linens and various basic items. Please see host supply list below. 

_ Volunteers: A congregation should always have at least 2 volunteers present and generally not more than 6 at a time. Volunteers can come from the host or support congregations or organizations (such as a youth group from a community organization, for example). All volunteers should be trained, either by the congregation, or by IHN staff.  
_ The host congregation provides an IHN coordinator (s) to serve as the point person and communicator between IHN and the congregation’s volunteers, as well as to recruit volunteers for the host week and attend scheduled IHN meetings (4 times per year).   
Supply List for Host Congregations
Alarm Clocks or Clock Radios (4) > Towels & Washcloths

> Lamps (4) > Beds for Babies (Pack & Play or Port-O-Crib)

> Night Lights (4) > Linens for Babies Beds

> Night Stands (4) > Bed linens - pad & sheets (20 sets)

> Laundry Baskets or Hampers > Blankets (20)

> Toiletries - Soap, Shampoo (baby also), > Feminine Hygiene Products

Toothpaste & brushes, Hair Brushes) > Disposable Diapers or Pullups

> Tissues > Baby Wipes

> Disposable (non latex) gloves

> Box with Lock & Key > Thermometer

> Bandages > Tylenol (Children & Adult Strength)

> First Aid Cream > Indigestion/Diarrhea Liquids

> Cough Syrups (Children & Adult)

> Toys appropiate for Different age groups > Drawing Materials

> Books & Games > Carpet or Rug for Play Area (If Necessary)

> Videos > Toy Box or Shelves

> Lamps and/or Rugs to make more personal > Sofa or Other Comfortable Seating

> Television with VCR > Dining Tables

> Rocking Chair(s)

> Name Tags > Toilet Paper

> Hand Soap for Bathrooms & Kitchen > Cleaning Supplies (for Cleanning Tables, Kitchen, & Dishes

> Flashlights & Batteries > Cover for Windows or Doors where necessary

> Light Bulbs > Extra Pillows (8-10)

> Iron & ironing board > Infant Bath Tub

> Highchairs

> Lunch Foods (Sandwich Meats, Sliced Cheese, > Breakfast Foods (Cereal, Poptarts, Oatmeal, Sausage Biscuits,

Chips, Cookies, Carrots, Raisins Bread, etc…)

> Drinks (Fruit Juice, Milk, Lemonade, Tea, > Snack Foods (Cakes, Cookies, Mircowave Popcorn, Chips)

Try to Avoid Soft Drinks) > Dish Towels/Cloths

> Microwave > Plates - Bowls - Cups (Paper or Glass)

> Toaster or Method to Toast > Flatware (plastic or Stainless)

> Coffeepot > Picher (for Mixing Drinks or Formula for Babies)

> Tablecloths > Different Cookware and Utensils (If Guests are allowed kitchen use)

> Small Ice Chest or Ice Bucket > Paper Products (Foil, Wrap, Ziplocs, Napkins, Paper Towels,

> Trivets or Trays for Hot Items Lunch Bags, Sandwich Bags)

> Peanut Butter - Jelly > Tuna - Vienna Sausages

> Soups (Chicken Noodle, Vegetable Beef, etc…) > Crackers

> Salt - Pepper - Sugar - Sweetener - Coffee Creamer > Salt - Pepper - Sugar - Sweetener - Coffee Creamer

 Mustard, Mayonnaise, Ketchup

> Margarine or Butter > Coffee - Tea Bags

> Baby Formula (WIC usually provides this)

Each Congregation should determine supplies for the following places:

Children's Play Area

Common's Area

Other
